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CAS  107-13-1 
 
Substance name Acrylonitrile 

 
Toxicity 
 
Acrylonitrile is classified as a carcinogen by authorative sources.1-5  Long term studies in laboratory 
animals have shown cancers of the digestive tract, mammary gland, and the central nervous system.2,4 
Occupational studies have shown excesses of lung and prosate cancers as well as other sites in humans.2 
 
Exposure 
 
Acrylonitrile is an important industrial chemical intermediate. It is used extensively in the manufacture 
of synthetic fibers (e.g. acrylic fibers). It is also used in copolymer plastics (e.g., ABS and SAN) for a 
variety of consumer goods such dinnerware, food containers, toys, luggage, and small appliances.2,4   It is 
used in the manufacture of children’s products but we were unable to locate any testing data for end 
use products covered by CSPA. 
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